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Introduction  

Repton Al Barsha welcomes students from all nationalities and all cultural, racial and 

ethnic backgrounds. We recognise that due to the international nature of Dubai, for a 

large proportion of our students English may not be their first language.  

 

Definition  

This policy is designed to outline our support for students whose mother tongue is not 

English. These students are referred to as having English as an Additional Language 

(EAL). Many students at Repton al Barsha are fluent in English, being bilingual or 

multilingual, and will require no additional support.  

As an International School, Repton Al Barsha is aware that multilingualism is a strength 

and that EAL pupils have a valuable contribution to make to our School community. We 

recognise that EAL students are not SEND students, however, to improve fluency some 

students will be supported with targeted lessons. When a student’s expressive or 

receptive English language acquisition and progress is slower than we would expect, 

however, the student will receive support from the Inclusion team or a Learning 

Support Assistant. These students are referred to as English Language Learners (ELL).  

 

Aims and Objectives  

The aim of this policy is to ensure we meet the full range of needs of students for whom 

English is an additional language. We aim to:  

• Provide EAL and ELL students with support in accessing the curriculum 

• Provide a safe, welcoming environment with high expectations 

• Encourage EAL and ELL students to celebrate their own language and culture, 

and that of their peers 

• Develop their social and academic language skills 

• Prepare students for the level of academic English necessary to access the 

curriculum  
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Ethos  

At Repton Al Barsha, the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being 

of all our students is paramount. We encourage all our students to achieve the highest 

possible standards. We do this through taking account of each student’s life experiences 

and needs.  

Some of our students have particular teaching and learning requirements, because they 

speak English as an additional language. Students who speak English as an additional 

language have skills and knowledge about language similar to monolingual English-

speaking children. Their ability to participate in the full curriculum may be in advance 

of their communicative skills in English.  

 

The EAL Department  

The EAL department at Repton Al Barsha is part of the Inclusion Department.  

 

Identification and Support  

Students’ levels of spoken and written English are assessed informally during the 

admissions process. As part of the admissions process, parents are requested to identify 

the child’s first language or the language(s) spoken at home. 

When a teacher is concerned about a student who already attends the School, the 

process is as follows:  

• The class/subject teacher completes an APDR referral form outlining their 

concern 

• A member of the Inclusion team observes the student in class and discusses the 

teacher’s concerns 

• The Inclusion teacher may then carry out some standardised assessments to 

ascertain the level of written and spoken English. 
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• If required, the parents of the child are contacted to gain permission for 

additional language support; which may include extraction from a lesson. 

• Once parental permission is gained, the student begins support. This may include 

support lessons as part of a group, or one-to-one.  

• The student is entered on to the whole School EAL register 

• The student’s progress will be monitored every half-term. 

 

The Whole School English as an Additional Language Register  

The EAL register is updated every half-term, and is distributed to staff. Teachers who 

have EAL or ELL students in their classes are supported by the Inclusion Department 

through regular communication, collaborative planning, additional resources in the 

child’s first language, first language texts in the School Library and professional 

development sessions throughout the year.  

All ELL learners in the Junior and Senior School have access to Learning Village to 

support their English language skills development.  

 

English Language Learners in Early Years  

For students in Early Years who are identified as English Language Learners in need of 

support, the school will ensure that opportunities are provided to develop and use their 

home language in play and learning. This will support their English language acquisition 

at home, and ensure that they have sufficient opportunities to improve their English 

language skills.  

Students who require additional support in accessing the environment may sit a 

WellComm assessment. This will indicate the students level of language comprehension. 

 

Monitoring  
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This policy will be reviewed every two years (or more frequently if changes to 

legislation, regulation or statutory guidance so require) by the Head of Inclusion, who 

will feed back as necessary to the Senior Team.  

 

Review Date: August 2023 

 


